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Congratulations ERS!
At the ESRI International Users Conference (UC) this year, Vince Breneman and the rest of his Economic Research Service (ERS) GIS team of David Nulph, John Buckler, Chris Dicken, and Ryan Williams accepted a highly prestigious award from Jack Dangermond, President and founder of ESRI called the Special Achievement in GIS (SAG) Award.  The SAG award was given to the ERS GIS team for the work accomplished with the Food Environment Atlas.
The Food Environment Atlas was built to support United States First Lady Michelle Obama’s "Let’s Move" campaign against childhood obesity. The online mapping tool compares the food environment of U.S. counties, the mix of factors that together influence food choices, diet quality, and general fitness among residents. The atlas contains 90 food environment indicators allowing atlas users to visualize and compare how counties fare on each of the indicators. The tool is designed to stimulate research and inform policymakers and the public as they address the nexus between diet and public health.
Recipients of the Special Achievement in GIS award are submitted by ESRI staff from thousands of organizations worldwide, then personally reviewed and selected by Jack Dangermond.  So being picked to receive the SAG award is a high honor for GIS professionals.  Previous USDA recipients have been:
· NRCS in 2002 for Business Process Reengineering that included GIS
· NRCS in 2006 for the Web Soil Survey Application that replaced the paper based soil maps
· Foreign Ag Service (FAS) accepted the award in 2007 for developing Crop Explorer in the year 2000 as a deliverable for the Hurricane Mitch and Georges Reconstruction project.
The Food Environment Atlas can be found at http://www.ers.usda.gov/foodatlas/  
EGMO Discusses Governance Model at USDA Meeting in San Diego
Stephen Lowe, USDA Geographical Information Officer (GIO), presented at the conference the governance model by which the EGMO will be engaging in with the USDA agencies.  It laid out plans for how EGMO will operate for the remainder of fiscal year (FY) 2010 and into FY 2011.  Check out the Power Point slides presented at the conference on the EGMO website at http://www.ocio.usda.gov/geospatial/ 


NRCS GeoPortal is Introduced at USDA Meeting in San Diego
The NRCS GeoPortal is a catalog of geospatial data, services and documents. It helps minimize the time and steps necessary to find relevant, usable geospatial resources. You can locate needed data, services and/or documents using a spatial area of interest or search term. When data is available online, the NRCS GeoPortal allows you to add the service directly to your ArcMap session or view the data source.
Features of the GeoPortal are:
· Locate scripts, toolboxes, layers, services, applications and documents associated with each dataset
· Search by spatial area of interest or search term
· Search by Type such as Applications or Live Map Services only
· Potential to download data based on AOI – changes the Data Gateway paradigm from provisioning an entire county to just data of interest
· Vector out of the box
· Custom clipping for imagery – could use the ESRI Professional services contract
· Potential to improve search results with an ontology service
· A search for river would return data for estuary, waterfall, stream, delta, etc
The GeoPortal can be found at http://ncgcweb.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/geoportal/catalog/main/home.page

Geospatial Data Management Team (GDMT) Policy and Standards under Review
The GDMT group had the opportunity to meet with Stephen Lowe to inform him that the GDMT Policy and Standards are under review due to the management shift away from legacy GIS data formats to more robust web services.  The team is looking to position the review through an Enterprise lens instead of through an agency lens.  This will include working with the EGMO team and the Policy and Standards documents move forward in the review process.
Other GDMT documents can be found at http://www.itc.nrcs.usda.gov/scdm/  


image1.jpeg




