U.S. Access Board "508 Back to Basics" Workshops

What?  Beginning in August 2004, the Access Board will conduct weekly one day workshops on Section 508, the law, and the requirements.  Any Federal employee may attend these sessions.  Please read on...

When? The workshops will begin on August 3rd, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

We will conduct these workshops each Tuesday as long as there are people who want to attend.

Where? The workshops will take place in the Access Board's conference room on the 10th floor at 1331 F Street, NW.

Who? Doug Wakefield will lead the workshops with the assistance of David Baquis.  Any Federal employee who has an interest in Section 508 may attend these sessions.

Why?  The Access Board's Section 508 requirements became effective three years ago.  Since then, the efforts by dozens of agencies to make their technology conform to the Section 508 standards have been truly impressive.  However, based on the types of technical assistance questions we receive it is apparent that there isn't always agreement on what is required.  It seems appropriate at this time to conduct some structured, yet interactive, sessions where participants can revisit the basics of the law and the Access Board's standards.

The workshops will be limited to 12 attendees.  The small size of the workshops should allow for productive interactions between people and lead to fruitful discussions of issues that attendees wish to raise.  If there is interest in having more focused and in-depth workshops in the future, we will be pleased to conduct those sessions.  The only requirement would be that to attend one of the focused workshops, a person must have attended one of the "Back to Basics" sessions.

How?  To sign up for one of these sessions, please send an email to Doug Wakefield (wakefield@access-board.gov). We'll just need your name, agency, type of job (lawyer, procurement specialist, IT specialist, etc.), and provide us with two dates that work for you -- any Tuesday in August or September. You will receive a reply soon after we receive your email.

